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SRJB Spring kids have surprise Harvest Mouse in their invert trap

After School kids with Scott during “Insects Magnified”

UC Riverside restoration class hears from Pete about tools of the trade

Malibu Outdoor Science School instructors learn invert techniques

Donna Krucki and Winston Vickers check trail cam for cougars
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srjb4 teens had a great time hiking and climbing at Anza Borrego
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We thank John Schmitt for designing our Starr Ranch t-shirt and newsletter logo.

100  Fish  and  Wildlif e  Service  Biolo gists  Visit  Star r  Ranch

Volunteers from the community (as far away
          as Tustin and as close as Dove Canyon) have
been busy in one of our native grasslands and in
the creek removing nonnatives as part of our
“Weed Warrior” volunteer program. Volunteers
came from Trabuco Hills High School, Santa
Margarita Catholic High School, Cypress College
and the Boy and Girl Scouts of America as well
as from the nationally organized Day of Service
and from the Volunteer Center of Orange
County. So far, the Weed Warriors have spent
more than 200 hours removing periwinkle and

plantain. Pulling these weeds by hand and without chemicals takes commitment, but as one volunteer put it, “[it is
a] tedious but lovely experience!”

            Allison Roth, Invasive Species Control & Restoration Assistant

Gregory Parks..................Field Crew Leader
Audrey Albrecht..............Field Assistant
Belinda Lo........................Field Assistant
Dan Rapp.........................Field Assistant
Chris Boever....................Field Assistant

Pete DeSimone.................Sanctuary Manager
Sandy DeSimone..............Director, Research & Education; editor
Scott Gibson....................Assistant Director, Research & Education
Allison Roth.....................Invasive Species Control & Restoration Assistant
Kaia Colestock.................Biologist-Educator for Bird Programs
Debbie Gley.....................Restoration Assistant

Starr Ranch Sanctuary is owned and operated by the National Audubon Society under the Audubon California state office.  We preserve 4000 acres of some of the last
remaining southern Californian mosaics of coastal sage scrub, grassland, oak woodland, riparian woodland, and chaparral.  Our mission is to offer innovative
approaches to land management and environmental education that will influence the way Orange County citizens appreciate, conserve, and manage wildlands.  We seek
to instill a love of nature through education programs that involve people of all ages in wildlife research and to provide a model of rigorous, sustainable land
management through applied research.

Members of Friends of Starr Ranch Sanctuary receive four issues of our quarterly newsletter, monthly opportunities to visit Starr Ranch, and first notification of nature
classes and special events.  You also become a member of Audubon and receive Audubon magazine quarterly.  Your contribution provides financial support for our
research, education, and conservation programs.  Your support is critical to Starr Ranch.  Please join us today by filling out the membership envelope in this newsletter
and mailing it to us. Change of address information can be e-mailed to sdesimone@audubon.org.

W eed   W arriors

Since 2002, Starr Ranch has received grants from
      the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service “Partners for

Fish and Wildlife” program. Our upland and
riparian exotic control and restoration projects could
not have progressed without our Partners at the
Service.  About 100 Service biologists from the
Northwest and West gathered at Starr Ranch one
evening in February.  Audubon Board member Jess
Morton spoke to the group and Sandy gave a talk on
Starr Ranch education and applied research then a
second talk that focused on restoration projects. Pete

arranged for a delicious Mexican barbecue catered by El Adobe restaurant in San Juan Capistrano. The local
Partners Coordinators presented Sandy and Pete with a certificate of appreciation for “outstanding contributions
to the nation’s fish and wildlife.” Starr Ranch restoration projects, which take a research-based, non-chemical
approach, were praised as “cutting edge” and as a model for others in the field.



Orang e  County  Cactus  Wr en  Volunteer  Sur vey  Team
In February, Starr Ranch hosted a training session for about 20 volunteers who will map cactus scrub and survey
for Coastal Cactus Wrens at Caspers Regional Wilderness Park, Starr Ranch, Orange Hills, and Santiago Oaks.

This season will serve as the pilot season to test
methods devised by trainer and well known local
ornithologist, Robb Hamilton.  A previous session
held in Irvine trained 20 more volunteers.  Starr
Ranch is partnering with Sea and Sage Audubon,
The Nature Conservancy, and Nature Reserve of
Orange County to institute a long term volunteer
survey of this seriously declining bird species.  Starr
Ranch has a group of excellent dedicated volunteers
who have mapped cactus scrub on aerial photos and
are now surveying for wrens.  Thanks to Mike
Blaska, Paul Doyle, Debbie Gley, Kendra Jones,
Mike Mitchell, Linda Oberholtzer, and Amber
Oneal.

srjb4 Teens Present  Their  Resear ch  at  Asilomar Meeting

W elcome

Starr Ranch is happy to welcome Kaia Colestock as our spring-summer
 Biologist-Educator for Bird Programs. Kaia completed her Masters in

Ecology in ’06 at Utah State University and Los Alamos National
Laboratory, New Mexico. She looked at the effects of heavy metals in
reproductive success of Western Bluebirds. Kaia will supervise our MAPS
station, help with Starr Ranch Junior Biologists Summer, and conduct area
searches and other bird surveys.  We are lucky to have such an experienced
ornithologist with us this spring and summer.

T hree of our 14 teens in “srjb4” presented
results from their research project, “Life on

the Edge: Effects of Urban Development on
Large Mammals,” to 200 Audubon Chapter
members, conservationists, and ornithologists
during  a March meeting at Asilomar near
Monterey.  Matt Casey’s dad, Tom, helped
chaperone the group, who spent time on the
beach and on a special field trip for teen groups
from all over the state to Monterey Bay
Aquarium.

Tom and Matt Casey, Sandy and Scott, Janelle Chew, and Leila Haghi at Monterey Bay Aquarium



---PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL---
TIME TO RENEW YOUR FRIENDS OF STARR RANCH MEMBERSHIP?
THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER UNLESS YOU RENEW NOW!

--THANK YOU!
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T hanks to several generous donors, Starr
Ranch can safely band birds during our tenth

spring and summer MAPS (Monitoring Avian
Productivity and Survivorship) banding season.
We thank Gerald Johns, Gordon Owens, Randy
Johnson, and an anonymous donor for their kind
contributions. Stephan and our excellent

Star r  Ranch  Bir d  Obser vator y  Thanks  Mist  Net  Donors!

The Starr Ranch newsletter is printed on recycled paper with vegetable based ink.

Debbie takes data on captured songbirds for a Cadette Girl Scout troop
while Stephan helps the group identify, sex, and age the birds.

Barbara and Debbie, our “volunteers extraordinaire,” help Stephan with
ageing a captured songbird before release.

volunteer banders had a great MoSI (monitoring winter
survival) season.  The crew banded 214 birds, up a little from
last winter, with 69 recaptures and 146 newly banded birds.
Highlights were a Red-breasted Sapsucker and three
Lincoln’s Sparrows (one recaptured).  Stephan gave the
Ecology Program on our banding projects, Songbird
Monitoring: Catch and Release, for a home school group, the
Cadette Girl Scouts pictured above, a Cal State Fullerton
ornithology class, and srjb4 teens.


