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UC Riverside restoration class hears from Pete about tools of the tradgjb4 teens had ae@rt time h|k|ng andimbmg aAnza Boa'gj




Weed Warriors

Volunteers from the community (as far awpy
asuktin and as close as Dove Canyon) [have
been busy in one of our native grasslands and in
the creek removing nonnatives as part of our
“Weed Warrior” volunteer program.olunteers
came from fabuco Hills High School, Santa
Margarita Catholic High School, Cypress College
and the Boy and Girl Scouts of America as well
as from the nationally organized Day of Service
and from the Wlunteer Center of Orange
County So farthe Weed Warriors have spent
more than 200 hours removing periwinkle andl
plantain. Pulling these weeds by hand and without chemicals takes commitment, but as one volunteef put it,
a] tedious but lovely experience!”

Allison Roth, Invasive Species Control & Restoratioh Assis

100 Fish and Wildlif e Service Biolo gists Visit Star r Ranch

— A - Pl ce 2002, Starr Ranch has received grants from
!
I

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service “Partnerg for
Fish and Wildlife” program. Our upland and
riparian exotic control and restoration projects could
not have progressed without our Partners at the
Service. About 100 Service biologists from the
Northwest and st gathered at Starr Ranch one
evening in FebruarnAudubon Board member Jegs
Morton spoke to the group and Sandy gave a talk on
Starr Ranch education and applied research then a
second talk that focused on restoration projects.|Pete
arranged for a delicious Mexican barbecue catered by El Adobe restaurant in San Juan Capistrano. Tlhe loce
Partners Coordinators presented Sandy and Pete with a certificate of appreciation for “outstanding comtributic
to the natio’' fish and wildlife.” Starr Ranch restoration projects, which take a research-based, non-chémical
approach, were praised as “cutting edge” and as a model for others in the field.
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Starr Ranch Sanctuary is owned and operated by the Natiodabon Society under tihaidubon California state fi€e. We preserve 4000 acres of some of the last
remaining southern Californian mosaics of coastal sage scrub, grassland, oak woodland, riparian woodland, and chaparral. Our mission is to offgr innovati
approaches to land management and environmental education that will influence the way Orange County citizens appreciate, conserve, and mandgeeekilands.

to instill a love of nature through education programs that involve people of all ages in wildlife research and to provide a model of rigorous, sustajnable lanc
management through applied research.
Members of Friends oft&r Ranch Sanctuary receive four issues of our quarterly newgiedtethly opportunities to visit&r Ranch, and first notification of naturg
classes and special eventu also become a memberfafdubon and receivAudubonmagazine quarterlyYour contribution provides financial support for oyr
research, education, and conservation prograimst support is critical tot&rr Ranch. Please join us today by filling out the membership envelope in this newsletter
and mailing it to us. Change of address information can be e-mailed to sdesimone@audubon.org.

We thank John Schmitt for designing otar® Ranch t-shirt and newsletter logo. www star r-ranch.org




Orange County Cactus Wr en Volunteer Sur vey Team

In FebruaryStarr Ranch hosted a training session for about 20 volunteers who will map cactus scrubjand sun
for Coastal Cactus Wrens at Caspers Regional Wilderness Park, Starr Ranch, Orange Hills, and Sanhtiago O:
This season will serve as the pilot season tp test
methods devised by trainer and well known Igcal
ornithologist, Robb Hamilton. A previous sesgion

held in Irvine trained 20 more volunteers. Starr
Ranch is partnering with Sea and Sage Audupon,
The Nature Conservancgnd Nature Reserve ¢f
| Orange County to institute a long term voluntger
| survey of this seriously declining bird species. Starr
Ranch has a group of excellent dedicated volurjteers
~ who have mapped cactus scrub on aerial photgs and
. are now surveying for wrens. Thankd/ike

. Blaska, Paul Doyle, Debbie Glgndra Jones
' Mike Mitchell, Linda Oberholtzeand Amber
i Oneal

W elcome

&rr Ranch is happy to welcome Kaia Colestock as our spring-s
iologist-Educator for Bird Programs. Kaenpleted her Masters i
Ecology in 06 at Utah State University and Los Alamos Nat
Laboratory New Mexico. She looked at the effects of heavy met}
reproductive success oéstérn Bluebirds. Kaia will supervise our MAS
station, help with Starr Ranch Junior Biologists Suranteconduct arej
searches and other bird surveys.ak¥ lucky to have such an experie

ornithologist with us this spring and summer '

srjb4 Teens Present Their Resear ch at Asilomar Meeting

S

hree of our 14 teens in “srjb4” presente

results from their research project, “Lifejon
the Edge: Effects of Urban Development on
Large Mammals,” to 200 Audubon Chapter
members, conservationists, and ornithologis
during a March meeting at Asilomar near
Monterey Matt Caseydad, ®m, helped
chaperone the group, who spent time on the
beach and on a special field trip for teen groups
from all over the state to Monterey Bay
Aquarium.

Tom and Matt Case&andy and Scalnelle Cheand Leila Haghi at MordggrBayAquaium
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Starr Ranch Bird Obser vator y Thanks Mist Net Donors!

hanks to several generous donors, Starr
Ranch can safely band birds during our tenth
spring and summer MAPS (Monitoring#n
Productivity and Survivorship) banding season.
We thankGerald Johns, Gordon Owens, Randy
Johnson, and an anonymous d@mrdheir kind
contributionsStephan and our excellent

Debbie tads data on captd songhis 6r a Cadette Girl Scowtap
while Stephan helps the group identify, sex, and age the birds.

* volunteer banders had a great MoSI (monitoring winte
survival) season. The crew banded 214 birds, up a Iittlr from
last winteywith 69 recaptures and 146 newly banded bifds.
. Highlights were a Red-breasted Sapsucker and three
Lincolns Sparrows (one recaptured). Stephan gave the
Ecology Programm our banding projec&ngbird
Monitoring: Catch and Reldas@ home school group, th¢
Cadette Girl Scouts pictured above, a Cal State Fullerjon
' ornithology class, asgb4teens.

Barbaa and Debbjeur“voluntees extaodinaie,”help Stephan with
ageing a captured songbird before release.
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